
 

Iona School for Ministry 

October Study Guide 
 
Subject: Old Testament: Torah/Pentateuch 
Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Michael Floyd 
Class: Juniors 
 
The aim of this study guide is to pinpoint the specific information that needs to be learned from the 
reading assignments in the textbooks and Bible. In addition to the reading assignments and this 
study guide, you will receive a one-page “Biblical History Time Line” handout. Please familiarize 
yourself with it. We will refer to the information in it throughout the course. 
 
 
Reading Assignments 
Nelson, 33-113; NOAB: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; Gafney, Part I (chs. 
Assigned below) 
 
The Old Testament: Canon, History, and Literature by Richard D. Nelson. Abingdon Press, 2019. 
 
New Oxford Annotated Bible (NOAB), New Revised Standard Version, Fully Revised, 5th edition, 
Oxford University Press, 2018. 
 
Womanist Midrash: A Reintroduction to the Women of the Torah and the Throne by Wilda C. 
Gafney. Westminster John Knox, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
The answers to the following questions will be found in the assigned readings from the 
Bible itself and from the basic textbook, Richard Nelson’s The Old Testament: Cannon, 
History, and Literature.  
 
Orientation to the Pentateuch 
 
1) What biblical books make up the Pentateuch? What are some other names for this 
section of the Bible? 
 
2) As Nelson indicates, the still dominant but increasingly questioned theory of the 
Pentateuch’s origins is the Documentary Hypothesis, according to which it is a composite 
work in which various major literary strands have been artistically combined. What are the 
strands? What date does Nelson give for each? In what epoch of Israel’s history was each 
strand produced?  
 
3) How does Gen 1-2 provide a classic case of evidence for the documentary hypothesis?  
 
4) What difference does it make to read Genesis from a form-critical perspective, 
recognizing that its narratives are largely myths and legends. 
 
The story of the Pentateuch 
 



 

5) Think of the overarching narrative of the Pentateuch in terms of the following major 
sections: 
 

 Primeval history (Gen 1-11) 
 Ancestral history (Gen 12-50) 
 Exodus (Exod 1-15) 
 Wilderness 1 (Exod 16-18)  
 Sinai (Exod 19-Num 10) 
 Wilderness 2 (Num 10-36) 
 Deuteronomic retrospective (Deut 1-34) 

 
6) In what ways does the primeval history (Gen 1-11) provide essential background for the 
ensuing story of Israel’s origins? What is the story line that ties all this material together as 
a continuing narrative? What are some dominant recurrent themes? 
 
 
7) How is YHWH’s covenant with Israel made through Moses (Exod 19-34) related to 
YHWH’s covenant with all humanity made through Abraham and Sarah and their 
descendants (Gen 17:1-10; cf. Gen 12:1-3 and Gen 15) and YHWH’s covenant with 
creation made through Noah and his descendants (Gen 9:1-17)? 
 
The laws of the Pentateuch 
 
8) In YHWH’s covenant with Israel, what is the function of the laws which that covenant 
entails? How does a comparison of the covenant between YHWH and Israel with ancient 
treaties help us to understand the nature of the covenant relationship?  
 
9) What is the difference between apodictic law and casuistic law? 
 
10) The covenant laws appear in several sections, connected by the story of what happens 
at Sinai. How are the following bodies of laws related in the narrative? 
 

 Decalogue/Ten Commandments (Exod 20:1-17) 
 Covenant Code/Pre-Sanctuary Rules (Exod 21:1-23:19) 
 Priestly Code (the tabernacle) / Sanctuary Rules (Exod 25-31) 
 Priestly Code (sacrifice, priesthood, purity) / Post-Sanctuary Rules (Lev 1:1-Num 10, 

including the Holiness Code [Lev 17-26]) 
 Deuteronomic Code (Deut 12-26)  

 
11) In particular, how does the Decalogue (Exod 20:1-17) relate to the bodies of rules that 
follow it in the Pentateuch narrative?  
 
12) What does Deuteronomy’s inclusion of “a new law” in its renewal of the covenant show 
about how the laws of the Pentateuch are to be reinterpreted? 
 
Womanist midrash and the Pentateuch 
 
We will cover the material in Wilda Gafney’s book, Womanist Midrash, by dividing up into 
two groups and having each group read a section of the book, as follows: 
 
 



 

Group 1 pp. 15-72    Group 2, pp. 72-128 
Kimberly Kibby     Michael Thompson  
Roger Olier      Sheila Thrash  
Warren Robinson      
 
In the afternoon session each group will work up a presentation to give to the rest of the 
class regarding their assigned section of the book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


