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TEAC Objectives
Ordinands show a secure grasp of exegetical and communication skills, in theory and in practice, in the contexts of worship, group-study and the media. Ordinands show understanding of how children and adults learn in order to nurture others in faith development. Ordinands show an enthusiasm for learning and teaching the faith; and continue to develop their gifts and interests in other ways. [PI3, DI3] In ministries which include a teaching role candidates show ability as teachers. [LI3] Candidates have begun to develop the educational tools to nurture faith in others. [LJ3]
Class Objectives 
In (or after taking) this class, students will:
· Explain why Christian formation is important in all contexts.

· Define “Christian formation” beyond Christian education.
· Connect spiritual habits and Christian formation.
· Determine the best formation methods for limited time with congregations.
· Identify principles for formation from history and for the future.
Class Description
This course will expand the student’s understanding of “Christian formation” beyond traditional “Christian education” or “Sunday school” models. Older models of Christian education failed to form Christian disciples, and this course will offer more holistic models of formation, including linking spiritual disciplines to the new discoveries in behavioral science around forming habits and digital formation offers, which all look to transform disciples into the image of Christ. While the models may be new, Christian formation is deeply rooted in scripture and the Christian tradition. This course will focus on how to make the most of the limited amount of time for Christian formation in a church setting and will provide concrete suggestions for children, youth and adult formation.

Class Schedule

I. The WHY of Christian formation
a. (Almost) Everything is formation (Romans 12:1-2)
b. More than just Christian education
II. The HOW of Christian formation
a. Habits help form us – “we are what we love”
b. Bricklayer apprentice discipleship
III. Creating CURIOSITY for Christian formation
a. Hunger and thirst for righteousness beyond 52 hours
b. Creating curiosity for children

c. Creating curiosity for youth 

d. Creating curiosity for adults

IV. Ancient and Future Formation
a. Historical models for formation
b. What works in today’s secular age

c. Looking towards the future and digital formation
Suggested Resources
Handouts

· Stanley Hauerwas, “Discipleship as a Craft, Church as a Disciplined Community” https://chamberscreek.net/library/hauerwas/hauerwas1991discipleship.html 

· Atomic Habits Cheat Sheet

· Small Group Best Practices

· Resource List
For further study:
· Clear, James. Atomic Habits: An Easy & Proven Way to Build Good Habits & Break Bad Ones. New York: Avery, 2018.

· Didache http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/didache-roberts.html
· “Is Google the new God?” https://medium.com/faithtech/is-google-the-new-god-81f26b69bf8
· Koons, Zach. “Come for Some Pizza, Stay for Some Jesus.” The Living Church, 26 March 2018. https://livingchurch.org/covenant/2018/03/26/come-for-some-pizza-stay-for-some-jesus/   
· Rosa, Harmut. TedTalk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uG9OFGId3A 

· Sinek, Simon. Start with Why: How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action. New York: Penguin, 2009. (or his TedTalk: https://www.ted.com/talks/simon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action?language=en) 

· Smith, James K. A. You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Brazos Press, 2016.
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