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Class Description
In this session, we will study the movements and figures that shaped Christianity in England prior to the Reformation.  What was the relationship of medieval English Christianity to the wider Church?  What was its relationship to emerging economic and political structures, both in England and on the Continent?  What religious controversies marked the period?   How did ordinary Christians practice their faith? These are just a few of the questions we will be focusing on as we move through the material.


Class Objectives
By the end of this session, students should be able to: 
1) identify key figures, movements, and moments of crisis in pre-Reformation English Christianity;
 2) connect current-day opportunities and challenges facing American Christianity to their historical roots; 

3) use stories from our shared past as a resource for adaptive leadership. 
To demonstrate meeting these objectives, students will participate in class activities that measure their learning and complete a take-home assessment.
Class Schedule
I. Pre-reading assessment: Breakout Groups

II. Who/What/When: Lecture 

III. In-class assessment: Breakout Groups

IV. Exam Preparation
Exam

For your individual assessment, work backwards to draw the second curve, using the insights you gained drawing the first curve in class. 
· Starting at the “top” of the curve, identify and then describe 5 defining characteristics (positive and negative) of modern-day Episcopal Church culture that you think have their roots in ideas, practices, problems, or tensions that are emergent at the end of the medieval period. Each description should be one meaty paragraph long. 

· Now trace your descriptions back to their historical roots at the bottom of the curve. Storylink each modern-day characteristic to a historical idea, practice, problem or tension that is emergent at the end of our period (no earlier than 1200). Each storylink should be 1-2 paragraphs long and should offer specific evidence that supports your claim of historical influence.

· Choose one modern-day characteristic from you list of 5 that you find especially challenging as a leader. Reflecting on your storylink and also on other lessons from the history of the Church in pre-Reformation England, how might you use history as a resource for adapting effectively to this challenge? Your answer should be 2-3 pages long.            
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