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Paul and Deutero-Paul
Juniors 
May 13, 2023

The Rev. John Lewis, DPhil
Class Description
An overview study of the letters of Paul and some Deutero-Pauline texts in the New Testament. Students engage Paul’s major pastoral strategies, theological themes, and moral foundations. Students consider how the diverse social contexts and issues of particular church communities shape Paul’s rhetorical strategy in each situation. 

Class Objectives
After taking this class, students will:
1. Explain, teach, and preach Paul’s revelatory, transformative experience of the risen Christ that reoriented his Jewish life; informed his mission and ministry among the Gentiles; and shapes faithful discipleship then and now. 
2. Explain, teach, and preach Paul’s “apocalyptic” perspective that informs his interpretation of the death and resurrection of Jesus.

3. Explain, teach, preach, and reason with Paul’s “logic of the cross” in the context of contemporary issues in daily life.

4. Explain, teach, and preach Paul’s pastoral theology that focuses earthly experiences of God’s life-giving power that raised Jesus from the dead and grounds Christian faith and hope.  
5. Explain, teach, preach, and implement Paul’s strategies for building local Christian communities through practices of Christian formation that include baptism, spiritual discernment, and transformative conversation. 


To demonstrate these objectives, students will participate fully in class discussion and write a short essay associated with a take-home exam. 
Class Schedule

9:00-9:50 Paul’s Conversion, Calling, and the Role of Human Experience in the Gospel
Galatians 1:11-2:14, 20; 3:26-29; compare Acts 9 (22:1-20; 26:12-20); Philippians 3:1-10
10:00-10:50 The Moral Reasoning of the “Logic of the Cross” and the Power of God

1 Corinthians 1:1-2:5; 11:17-34; Romans 1:16-17; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-11; Philippians 2:1-30

11:00-11:50 Christian Formation, Faith in Jesus or the Faith/Faithfulness of Jesus  

Romans 1:16-17; 3:22, 26; 6:3-4; Galatians 2:16, 20; 3:22-28; Philippians 3:9-10
Noonday Prayers and Lunch

1:00-1:50 The Spirit, Transformative Conversation, and the Practice of Discernment

1 Corinthians 12:4-26; 14:1-5, 26-33; Romans 12:1-9; Philippians 1:9-11; 2:12-15; 

1 Thessalonians 5:20-22
2:00-3:30 New Creation, Reconciliation, Roman Churches: Welcome One Another


2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Gal 6:14-18; Romans 3:9; chapters 14-15

Suggested Resources
For further reading: 
Apostle of the Crucified Lord: A Theological Introduction to Paul and His Letters (2nd Ed.).

Michael J. Gorman. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eedman’s Publishing Co., 2016.
Becoming the Gospel: Paul, Participation, and Mission. Michael J. Gorman. Grand Rapids,
MI: Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co, 2015.
Interpreting Paul. Luke Timothy Johnson. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdman’s
Publishing Co., 2021
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