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Iona School for Ministry



      Old Testament: Former Prophets/Historical Books
First Year
November 5, 2022
Michael Floyd
Class Description
In the morning, three one-hour sessions, each of which includes faculty presentation, one or two questions for discussion in small groups, and a ten-minute break

In the afternoon, a two-to-three-hour session, with breaks, in which the class collectively begins work on an exercise in interpretation, including small-group reflection on how Gafney’s Womanist Midrash contributes to the analysis of this particular text. Each student takes the exercise home to finish it and submits it within one week

Class Objectives

By taking this class, students will

Master basic knowledge of the subject matter

Begin thinking about the issues it raises both within and beyond the realm of

      biblical studies

Use what they have learned in the interpretation of a specific text for preaching
To demonstrate meeting these objectives, students will:

Participate fully in class and breakout groups

Begin in class an exercise in interpretation which will be completed and 


    handed in within one week following the class
Class Schedule

I. Introduction to the study of the Former Prophets/Historical Books 

II. The Deuteronomistic History

III. The Chronicler’s History

IV. Reports on Part II of Wilda Gafney’s Womanist Midrash

V. Exercise in Interpretation: 1 Kings 17:8-24

Additional Materials
Handout to be sent out in advance: “Two Views of Israel’s National Past”
Handouts to be handed out in class:


Summary of “What you need to know…” 

Exercise in Interpretation: 1 Kings 17:8-24
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