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Class Description
Christian formation is rooted in the idea that God’s people are being formed into Christ’s likeness. This formation happens in worship and prayer. It also happens as our view of the world, God, ourselves, and our neighbor are shaped by Scripture and the great witness of Christians across the centuries. In this course, we will focus on this second “knowing” side of formation. In the parish, these opportunities are most frequently found in Sunday School contexts both with adults and children. At the heart of the “knowing” side of formation is equipping God’s people to not only know but engage, wrestle with, and be able to articulate for themselves the Christian Story as found in Scripture and unfolded in the history of the Church. This story is a theological one, making claims about the God who is known to us as Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer, and Savior. We will look to different pedagogical strategies that take into account your gifts, resources, and the desires of your parish.

Class Objectives

In (or after taking) this class, students will:
· Express the importance of “knowing” for forming disciples.
· Distinguish the goals of Christian formation from the more general idea of education.
· Identify where their unique passions and gifts and formation intersect.
· Articulate in their own words the great Christ Story in a way accessible to people of all ages.

Class Schedule

I. Introductions and the Invitation of Formation
II. Mini Bible Study: Exod. 16:23-36
III. Study Observations and Bible Study Tools
IV. Other Formation Options: 

a. Topical :BCP, Theology, Arts, Ethics, etc.

b. Small Groups

V. Children and Youth Formation

VI. Playing to Strengths and Resourcing

VII. Questions, Thoughts, Reflections

Suggested Resources
Handouts:
· Resource and reading list
· Bible study tips

· Small Groups resources/samples

· Articulating formation worksheet










