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Class Description 
This class will give the student a basic familiarity with the themes, concerns, and 
distinctive theological perspective of John’s gospel, and the Johannine epistles. 

 
 Class Objectives  
In (or after taking) this class, students will: 

• Understand John’s particularly high christology, i.e, theology of Jesus 

• Identity the major theological issues in John, and think about their applicability in 
the life of Christians today—identifying both those which might be helpful in 
building up disciples, and those which might lead to pitfalls or misunderstandings, 
especially Anti-semitism 

• Consider and discuss how to preach passages in John 

• Learn about the probable social context of the Johannine community, and be 
able to explain the often-polemical rhetoric of the gospel in these terms 

 
To demonstrate meeting these objectives, students will: 
 
1) Come to class having read the Gospel, and chapter assigned about John—and having taken 
notes, underlined while reading, or otherwise having engaged fully in the pre-class preparation. 
2) Participate fully in class. Ask questions, discuss insights, take part in breakout groups, and 
otherwise actively engage during class time.  
3) Take an exam comprised of two short (paragraph-length) answers and one longer essay. 

   
Class Schedule  

(each hour: 40 min. lecture / 10 min. breakout discussion / 10 min. break) 

 
9:00 – 9:35: Overview & Prologue of John 

9:45 – 10:20: The Book of Signs 
10:30 – 11:05: Who is Jesus, Anyway? 
11:15 – 11:50: The Farewell Discourse 

[ Lunch Break ] 
1:00 – 1:50: The Death & Resurrection of Jesus 

VI. 3:00 – 3:50: The Johannine Letters 
 

Suggested Resources 
 
*Brant, Jo-Ann. John: Paideia Commentaries on the NT. Grand Rapids: Baker. 2011. 
Brown, Raymond. The Gospel According to John. 2 vol. New York: Doubleday, 1966, 1970 
Carter, Warren. John, Storyteller, Interpreter, Evangelist. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2006 
Kysar, Robert. John, The Maverick Gospel. 3d ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2007. 
*Kittredge, Cynthia Briggs. Conversations with Scripture: John. New York: Morehouse, 2007.  
Benko, Andrew. Race in John’s Gospel. Fortress Academic, 2019.  
   (I just put this last one on the list for fun. It’s probably not going to be that useful for sermon prep.) 
 
Commentaries: New Interpreter’s Bible; New Testament Library, Sacra Pagina, and 
Interpretation are all quite helpful Biblical commentary series. Buying at least enough of a 
commentary to encompass the 4 gospels is a very prudent investment for a minister.  

 



 
John – A.B. –  Juniors,  

 
 


