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Class Description
This class will examine the historical context of the New Testament 
and the Gospel of Mark. 

Class Objectives

In (or after taking) this class, students will be able to:
· Describe the cultural, political, and religious context of the New Testament; 
· Identify the similarities and differences among the Synoptic Gospels; 

· Explain Christology and discipleship shown in the Gospel of Mark and their significance today; 
· Identify the Markan apocalypse and its function in the context. 
To demonstrate meeting these objectives, students will:

· Take exam 

· Participate fully in class and breakout groups. 
Class Schedule

I. 9:00-10:30am: The context of the New Testament 
II. 10:45am-12:00pm: The synoptic problem and the historical Jesus 
III. 1:00-3:00pm: the Gospel of Mark 
Suggested Resources
Handouts

For further reading

· Richard A. Horsley, Hearing the Whole Story: The Politics of Plot in Mark’s Gospel (Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001).

· Raquel Annette St. Clair, Call and Consequences: A Womanist Reading of Mark (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2008). 
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