
NIV 
 
18 Then Jesus told his disciples a 
parable to show them that they 
should always pray and not give up. 
2 He said: “In a certain town there 
was a judge who neither feared God 
nor cared what people thought. 3 
And there was a widow in that town 
who kept coming to him with the 
plea, ‘Grant me justice against my 
adversary.’ 4 “For some time he 
refused. But finally he said to 
himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear 
God or care what people think, 5 yet 
because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will see that she gets justice, so 
that she won’t eventually come and 
attack me!’” 6 And the Lord said, 
“Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 And will not God bring about 
justice for his chosen ones, who cry 
out to him day and night? Will he 
keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he 
will see that they get justice, and 
quickly. However, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on the 
earth?” 

The Message 
 
18 1-3 Jesus told them a story 
showing that it was necessary for 
them to pray consistently and never 
quit. He said, “There was once a 
judge in some city who never gave 
God a thought and cared nothing for 
people. A widow in that city kept after 
him: ‘My rights are being violated. 
Protect me!’ 4-5 “He never gave her 
the time of day. But after this went on 
and on he said to himself, ‘I care 
nothing what God thinks, even less 
what people think. But because this 
widow won’t quit badgering me, I’d 
better do something and see that she 
gets justice—otherwise I’m going to 
end up beaten black-and-blue by her 
pounding.’” 6-8 Then the Master said, 
“Do you hear what that judge, corrupt 
as he is, is saying? So what makes 
you think God won’t step in and work 
justice for his chosen people, who 
continue to cry out for help? Won’t he 
stick up for them? I assure you, he 
will. He will not drag his feet. But how 
much of that kind of persistent faith 
will the Son of Man find on the earth 
when he returns?” 

Proper 24C 
Year C, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Luke 18:1-8 

 

 

 

NRSVue 
 
18 Then Jesus told them a parable 
about their need to pray always and 
not to lose heart. 2 He said, “In a 
certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor had respect 
for people. 3 In that city there was a 
widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 
accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but 
later he said to himself, ‘Though I 
have no fear of God and no respect 
for anyone, 5 yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will grant her 
justice, so that she may not wear me 
out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And 
the Lord said, “Listen to what the 
unjust judge says. 7 And will not God 
grant justice to his chosen ones who 
cry to him day and night? Will he 
delay long in helping them? 8 I tell 
you, he will quickly grant justice to 
them. And yet, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?” 



Jeremiah 31:27-34 
  NRSVue 

 
27 The days are surely coming, says 
the Lord, when I will sow the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah with 
the seed of humans and the seed of 
animals. 28 And just as I have 
watched over them to pluck up and 
break down, to overthrow, destroy, 
and bring evil, so I will watch over 
them to build and to plant, says the 
Lord. 29 In those days they shall no 
longer say: “The parents have eaten 
sour grapes,  and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge.” 30 But all 
shall die for their own sins; the teeth 
of the one who eats sour grapes 
shall be set on edge. 31 The days are 
surely coming, says the Lord, when 
I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 32 It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the 
Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my 
people. 34 No longer shall they teach 
one another or say to each other, 
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, says the Lord, for I will 
forgive their iniquity and remember 
their sin no more. 

The Message 
 
27-28 “Be ready. The time’s 
coming”—God’s Decree—“when I will 
plant people and animals in Israel and 
Judah, just as a farmer plants seed. 
And in the same way that earlier I 
relentlessly pulled up and tore down, 
took apart and demolished, so now I 
am sticking with them as they start 
over, building and planting. 29 “When 
that time comes you won’t hear the 
old proverb anymore, Parents ate the 
green apples, their children got the 
stomachache. 30 “No, each person 
will pay for his own sin. You eat green 
apples, you’re the one who gets sick. 
31-32 “That’s right. The time is 
coming when I will make a brand-new 
covenant with Israel and Judah. It 
won’t be a repeat of the covenant I 
made with their ancestors when I took 
their hand to lead them out of the land 
of Egypt. They broke that covenant 
even though I did my part as their 
Master.” God’s Decree. 33-34 “This is 
the brand-new covenant that I will 
make with Israel when the time 
comes. I will put my law within them—
write it on their hearts!—and be their 
God. And they will be my people. They 
will no longer go around setting up 
schools to teach each other about 
God. They’ll know me firsthand, the 
dull and the bright, the smart and the 
slow. I’ll wipe the slate clean for each 
of them. I’ll forget they ever sinned!” 
God’s Decree. 

NIV 
 
27 “The days are coming,” declares 
the Lord, “when I will plant the 
kingdoms of Israel and Judah with 
the offspring of people and of 
animals. 28 Just as I watched over 
them to uproot and tear down, and to 
overthrow, destroy and bring 
disaster, so I will watch over them to 
build and to plant,” declares the 
Lord. 29 “In those days people will 
no longer say, ‘The parents have 
eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 30 
Instead, everyone will die for their 
own sin; whoever eats sour 
grapes—their own teeth will be set 
on edge. 31 “The days are coming,” 
declares the Lord, “when I will make 
a new covenant with the people of 
Israel and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant I 
made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to lead them 
out of Egypt, because they broke my 
covenant, though I was a husband 
to[a] them,” declares the Lord. 33 
“This is the covenant I will make with 
the people of Israel after that time,” 
declares the Lord. “I will put my law 
in their minds and write it on their 
hearts. I will be their God, and they 
will be my people. 34 No longer will 
they teach their neighbor, or say to 
one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
because they will all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the Lord. “For I will forgive 
their wickedness and will remember 
their sins no more.” 



Psalm 119:97-104 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRSVue 
 
97 Oh, how I love your law! It is my 
meditation all day long. 98 Your 
commandment makes me wiser than 
my enemies, for it is always with me. 
99 I have more understanding than 
all my teachers, for your decrees are 
my meditation. 100 I understand 
more than the aged, for I keep your 
precepts. 101 I hold back my feet 
from every evil way, in order to keep 
your word. 102 I do not turn away 
from your ordinances, for you have 
taught me. 103 How sweet are your 
words to my taste, sweeter than 
honey to my mouth! 104 Through 
your precepts I get understanding; 
therefore I hate every false way. 

The Message 

97-104 Oh, how I love all you’ve 
revealed; I reverently ponder it all 
the day long. Your commands give 
me an edge on my enemies; they 
never become obsolete. I’ve even 
become smarter than my teachers     
since I’ve pondered and absorbed 
your counsel. I’ve become wiser 
than the wise old sages simply by 
doing what you tell me. I watch my 
step, avoiding the ditches and ruts 
of evil so I can spend all my time 
keeping your Word. I never make 
detours from the route you laid out; 
you gave me such good directions. 
Your words are so choice, so tasty; I 
prefer them to the best home 
cooking. With your instruction, I 
understand life; that’s why I hate 
false propaganda. 

NIV 
 
97 Oh, how I love your law! I meditate 
on it all day long. 98 Your commands 
are always with me and make me 
wiser than my enemies. 99 I have 
more insight than all my teachers,     
for I meditate on your statutes. 100 I 
have more understanding than the 
elders, for I obey your precepts. 101 
I have kept my feet from every evil 
path so that I might obey your word. 
102 I have not departed from your 
laws, for you yourself have taught 
me. 103 How sweet are your words 
to my taste, sweeter than honey to 
my mouth! 104 I gain understanding 
from your precepts; therefore I hate 
every wrong path. 



Genesis 32:22-31 
  

NRSVue 
 
22 The same night he got up and 
took his two wives, his two maids, 
and his eleven children and crossed 
the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took 
them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that 
he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and 
a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25 When the man saw that 
he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket, and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as 
he wrestled with him. 26 Then he 
said, “Let me go, for the day is 
breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not 
let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 
So he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 
Then the man said, “You shall no 
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 
for you have striven with God and 
with humans and have prevailed.” 29 
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell 
me your name.” But he said, “Why is 
it that you ask my name?” And there 
he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called 
the place Peniel, saying, “For I have 
seen God face to face, yet my life is 
preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon 
him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. 

The Message 
 
22-23 But during the night he got up 
and took his two wives, his two 
maidservants, and his eleven 
children and crossed the ford of the 
Jabbok. He got them safely across 
the brook along with all his 
possessions. 24-25 But Jacob 
stayed behind by himself, and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak. 
When the man saw that he couldn’t 
get the best of Jacob as they 
wrestled, he deliberately threw 
Jacob’s hip out of joint. 26 The man 
said, “Let me go; it’s daybreak.” 
Jacob said, “I’m not letting you go 
’til you bless me.” 27 The man said, 
“What’s your name?” He answered, 
“Jacob.” 28 The man said, “But no 
longer. Your name is no longer 
Jacob. From now on it’s Israel (God-
Wrestler); you’ve wrestled with God 
and you’ve come through.” 29 Jacob 
asked, “And what’s your name?” 
The man said, “Why do you want to 
know my name?” And then, right 
then and there, he blessed him. 30 
Jacob named the place Peniel 
(God’s Face) because, he said, “I 
saw God face-to-face and lived to tell 
the story!” 31-32 The sun came up 
as he left Peniel, limping because of 
his hip. (This is why Israelites to this 
day don’t eat the hip muscle; 
because Jacob’s hip was thrown out 
of joint.) 

NIV 
 
22 That night Jacob got up and took 
his two wives, his two female 
servants and his eleven sons and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 
After he had sent them across the 
stream, he sent over all his 
possessions. 24 So Jacob was left 
alone, and a man wrestled with him 
till daybreak. 25 When the man saw 
that he could not overpower him, he 
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so 
that his hip was wrenched as he 
wrestled with the man. 26 Then the 
man said, “Let me go, for it is 
daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I will 
not let you go unless you bless me.” 
27 The man asked him, “What is 
your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. 
28 Then the man said, “Your name 
will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, 
because you have struggled with 
God and with humans and have 
overcome.” 29 Jacob said, “Please 
tell me your name.” But he replied, 
“Why do you ask my name?” Then 
he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob 
called the place Peniel, saying, “It is 
because I saw God face to face, and 
yet my life was spared.” 31 The sun 
rose above him as he passed Peniel, 
and he was limping because of his 
hip. 



Psalm 121 
 
 
 

  

NRSVue 
 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—     
from where will my help come? 2 My 
help comes from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 3 He will not 
let your foot be moved; he who 
keeps you will not slumber. 4 He 
who keeps Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep. 5 The Lord is 
your keeper; the Lord is your shade 
at your right hand. 6 The sun shall 
not strike you by day nor the moon 
by night. 7 The Lord will keep you 
from all evil; he will keep your life. 8 
The Lord will keep your going out 
and your coming in from this time on 
and forevermore. 

The Message 

121 1-2 I look up to the mountains; 
does my strength come from 
mountains? No, my strength comes 
from God, who made heaven, and 
earth, and mountains. 3-4 He won’t 
let you stumble, your Guardian God 
won’t fall asleep. Not on your life! 
Israel’s Guardian will never doze or 
sleep. 5-6 God’s your Guardian, right 
at your side to protect you Shielding 
you from sunstroke, sheltering you 
from moonstroke. 7-8 God guards 
you from every evil, he guards your 
very life. He guards you when you 
leave and when you return, he 
guards you now, he guards you 
always. 

NIV 
 
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
where does my help come from? 2 
My help comes from the Lord, the 
Maker of heaven and earth. 3 He will 
not let your foot slip— he who 
watches over you will not slumber; 4 
indeed, he who watches over Israel     
will neither slumber nor sleep. 5 The 
Lord watches over you— the Lord is 
your shade at your right hand; 6 the 
sun will not harm you by day, nor the 
moon by night. 7 The Lord will keep 
you from all harm— he will watch 
over your life; 8 the Lord will watch 
over your coming and going both 
now and forevermore. 



2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
 
 

 
 

 

NRSVue 
 
14 But as for you, continue in what 
you have learned and firmly 
believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it 15 and how from 
childhood you have known sacred 
writings that are able to instruct you 
for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17 so that 
the person of God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work. 4 In 
the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his 
appearing and his kingdom, I 
solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the 
message; be persistent whether the 
time is favorable or unfavorable; 
convince, rebuke, and encourage 
with the utmost patience in teaching. 
3 For the time is coming when 
people will not put up with sound 
teaching, but, having their ears 
tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their 
own desires 4 and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and 
wander away to myths. 5 As for you, 
be sober in everything, endure 
suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, carry out your ministry 
fully. 

The Message 

14-17 But don’t let it faze you. Stick 
with what you learned and believed, 
sure of the integrity of your 
teachers—why, you took in the 
sacred Scriptures with your 
mother’s milk! There’s nothing like 
the written Word of God for showing 
you the way to salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of 
Scripture is God-breathed and 
useful one way or another—showing 
us truth, exposing our rebellion, 
correcting our mistakes, training us 
to live God’s way. Through the Word 
we are put together and shaped up 
for the tasks God has for us. 4 1-2 I 
can’t impress this on you too 
strongly. God is looking over your 
shoulder. Christ himself is the 
Judge, with the final say on 
everyone, living and dead. He is 
about to break into the open with his 
rule, so proclaim the Message with 
intensity; keep on your watch. 
Challenge, warn, and urge your 
people. Don’t ever quit. Just keep it 
simple. 3-5 You’re going to find that 
there will be times when people will 
have no stomach for solid teaching, 
but will fill up on spiritual junk 
food—catchy opinions that tickle 
their fancy. They’ll turn their backs 
on truth and chase mirages. But 
you—keep your eye on what you’re 
doing; accept the hard times along 
with the good; keep the Message 
alive; do a thorough job as God’s 
servant. 

NIV 
 
14 But as for you, continue in what 
you have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it, 15 
and how from infancy you have 
known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the 
servant of God[a] may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 4 In 
the presence of God and of Christ 
Jesus, who will judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his 
appearing and his kingdom, I give 
you this charge: 2 Preach the word; 
be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and 
careful instruction. 3 For the time 
will come when people will not put 
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to 
suit their own desires, they will 
gather around them a great number 
of teachers to say what their itching 
ears want to hear. 4 They will turn 
their ears away from the truth and 
turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep 
your head in all situations, endure 
hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties 
of your ministry. 


