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Iona School for Ministry



     Unhealthy and Healthy Conflict
2022 & 2023, Bivocational Midlers
Gaye Jones, MA, LPC
Class Description
Healthy and Unhealthy Conflict course takes place as a two-part course for incorporating lecture, case studies, and class discussion.  Part I centers on helping students recognize that church conflict is to be expected and is often a sign of growth and vitality, while also being able to distinguish between healthy conflict and that conflict which serves only to divide the house of God.  The second session of this 2-part course involves applicability of appropriate interventions once the degree of unhealthy conflict is identified up to and including when it is necessary to enlist diocesan support.
Class Objectives

In (or after taking) this class, students will:
  To normalize church conflict
  To differentiate between healthy and unhealthy conflict through examples and class discussion
  Become aware of some of the mental health issues involved with unhealthy church conflict
  Learn to recognize and implement appropriate interventions commensurate to the degree of unhealthy conflict through class discussion
  Be able to identify and know when to request Diocesan and/or professional support
Class Schedule

I. Unhealthy and Healthy Conflict: Dec. 4, 2022
II. Responding to Unhealthy Conflict March 19, 2023
Suggested Resources
Handouts will be provided.
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